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" The Sacraments, not preaching/' we are told,
in the " advertisement" which is prefixed to the
collected edition of the Oxford Tracts, " are the
sources of Divine Grace." The movement taught
people, Church himself says, to think less of
preaching than of the sacraments and services of
the Church.l And yet, for all this, I will be bold to
maintain that the best of Church's sermons are
among the greatest in the English language. Some
ten volumes remain to represent his work in the
pulpit.2 Three of those are " Village Sermons "
preached in the little church at Whatley. Their
chief interest lies in showing how one of the most
richly endowed minds of that generation could
adapt itself to the lowly necessities of such a con-
gregation, and especially in the fearlessness with
which the preacher habitually dealt, and always
in language of crystalline clearness, with the
greatest themes of the Christian gospel. Church
had no patience with the preaching which makes
its home in the suburbs, but is a stranger to the
citadel of New Testament teaching.3 The other

1  Oxford Movement, p. 128.

2  I include a little volume of Christmas Sermons, The Message
of Peace, published by the S.P.C.K.    Some of these, however,
are to be found in the volumes published by Macmillan.

3  The first series of the Village Sermons contains the farewell
sermon preached when the Dean left Whatley for London.    It
is a parting message which it seems almost sacrilege for any to
read or hear, save those to whom it was directly spoken.   In its